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Wednesday, January 23, 2002
By Fred A. Mohr
NO more excuses.

That was the message Tuesday as the Oswego City School Board and
several dozen administrators and faculty heard a report comparing Oswego
test results with those of a handful of efficiently performing schools.

"This study removes the ability to blame others - kids, parents, the economy -
for poor performance,” Superintendent Ken Eastwood said. "We see schools
(in this study) that have more poverty, fewer English-speaking students, but
they're doing better on math and (English Language Arts) tests."

He said the ideawas to visit these model, or exemplar, schools and ook for
practices and programs that could be duplicated in Oswego.

"Right now, we'rein the middle of the pack," Eastwood said. "I'd like to see
us, in five years, move into that list of exemplar schools.”

The study was prepared by Prism Decision Systems, a Binghamton
consulting firm. The firm does data analyses for private industry and has
begun applying the same standards to education, founder Sean Brady said.
He said his company began doing analyses for schools last year. Prism has
about two dozen school district clients, he said.

"Private industry has been doing best-practices studies for decades," Brady
said. "Wethink there is tremendous potential for thisin education, aswell."

The study looked at a handful of limiting factors on 4,000 elementary,
middle and high schools around the state, including several measures of
wealth and poverty, and English skills, then compared them to how well the
schools did on standardized tests. A complex formula produced a handful of
model schoolsfor each building in the district and compared them.
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Saturn of Syracuse

1999 GMC JIMMY SLE 4dr, PW/PL,
tilt, cruise, 4WD, ABS, dual front air bgs,
CD, 27k mi, KBB: $19865

priced to sell @ $16995

1999 SATURN SC1 Coupe
Power sun roof, 31k mi, KBB: $12000

priced to sell @ $7495

2001 SATURN Wagon
auto, AC, 22k mi, KBB: $12415

priced to sell @ $11995

Saturn of RTE. 31- liverpool

1999 Saturn SC2 Coupe , 3dr.,
AJC, CD, 46k mi. KBB: $12095

priced to sell @ $8995

1999 Pontiac Montana van, PW/PL,
tilt, cruise, PW driver-seat, CD, rear A/C
& quad-seats, 28k mi, KBB: $18315

priced to sell @ $15495

1998 Kia Sophia , sedan w/ auto
trans., A/IC, CD, 59k mi, KBB: $7510

priced to sell @ $4995

Search our complete inventory online:
» Saturn of Syracuse

» Saturn of Route 31
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Brady used Charles E. Riley Elementary as an example, comparing it with
model schoolsin Portville, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Rochester and Utica. The
elementary study was based on 2,094 schools. Of those, 71 were judged
models.

Although P.S. 48 Mapleton of Brooklyn had much higher levels of poverty
and fewer pupils for whom English was a first language, it had overall
higher scores on both English Language Arts and math tests. These included
26 percent more pupils at Level 3 math and 29 percent more at Level 4, the
mastery level, onits ELA teststhan Riley.

Brady said Oswego schools generally are exceeding the standards set by the
state.

"The point (of the study) is to identify these exemplar schools and then learn
waysto join them," he said.

Eastwood said members of the district's school improvement teams will visit
the model schools and recommend better instruction practices. "Werein a
period of declining revenues,”" he said. "We have to become more efficient if
our kids are going to be able to leave here and compete.”

© 2002 The Post-Standard. Used with permission.
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SATURN of SYRACUSE

716 West Genesee Street, Syracuse
in the Heart of Historic Automobile Row

1-888-694-9718
SATURN of ROUTE 31
3885 Route 31, Clay
Just West of Great Northern Mall
1-877-870-7255
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